Loading neurons with dextran-conjugated calcium indicators in intact nervous tissue.
This unit describes methods for filling populations of neurons and their processes, including presynaptic terminals, with dextran-conjugated calcium indicators in central nervous tissue of mammals and lower vertebrates. Techniques for filling neurons in vivo for subsequent analysis either in vivo or in brain slices or en bloc preparations are described. These methods are also suitable for staining neurons in acute and organotypic brain slices.